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Creative Hose Loads

By Bill Whitney
One ofthe challenges that we face gsart of an Engine Company is stretching hofeom 00T ET O ! Of
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skills on a regular and ongoing basis, our ability to execute those skills inieely fashion diminish. For
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To deploy the hose, a firefighter typically needs to shoulder load the hoss this method can be a lot

easier than dragging the hose There are now severalactors that come into play for time and efficiency

to load the hose onto the shoulderThe following considerations should be taken into account:
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to the hose!

' Firefighters with shorter arms vs. those with gigantic, knucklklA OACCET ¢ APA AOI O j
control!);

§  The amount of time needed to pull offandisT &1 AAO 11T AA 086 AIT O1 0 1 A&

feet or 150 feet;

The challenge was to come up with a process or methahere virtually any firefighter and
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factors came into play:

1 The load had to be easy to manage and handle for weight and length;

1 Follow the general concept of protecting any exposed couplirtgreads;
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Protecting the male threads;
Leavesthe female coupling & the first part of the hoseto be deployed;
1 Canbeshoulderloaded by just about any group of monkeys.
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Depending on the height of the firefighter, it can easily be pulled be standing on the ground oguick
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walk through the steps of assembly, which is so simple that even a Battalion Chief can do it!
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The following picture is what the bundle looks like on the ground. You will notice 2 pieces of rope (use
some form of aquick release type knot) or whatever pu want to utilize to secure the bundle. If you
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The finished product on the ground

Inthe example beloth OEAOA EO onmndé 1T &£ ¢ e€d 11T AAAA OEA 1t AA
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the bundle out. In this example, the female coupling is located the top of the bundle which is simply
another variation of the load.
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1. Start with an easyength, like the width of
thed I At 62FNR® wSYSY
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2. Lay the coupling firstiwith the proper length;
3. Fold under the first le .th;
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5. Make the fold and lay the \Sten 5
hose just past the male cotpling;
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Line up the folds so thegoverithe threads;
Add additional lenaths as desired:
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